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Australian climate move would turn climate target into emissions increase 

Warsaw-13 November 2013 – The Australian Government’s plans to dismantle the current climate 
legislation could lead to it increasing emissions in 2020 rather than meeting its target of reducing 
them by 5% from 2000 levels, the Climate Action Tracker said today.  

As Prime Minister Tony Abbott introduced legislation into the Australian Parliament today, the 
Climate Action Tracker released a special briefing on what the repeals may mean, in scientific terms.  

The Climate Action Tracker has rated Australia’s current target of a 5 percent emissions reduction 
by 2020 at 2000 levels as “inadequate,” and consistent with a global pathway heading to 
temperature rises of 3.5-4˚C. 

However, by dismantling this legislation and replacing it with the Abbott Government’s proposed 
“Direct Action” plan, Australia instead looks set to increase its emissions by 12% in 2020.  

“Australia’s climate legislation was a milestone for the country and it had finally begun to turn a 
corner on climate change,” said Bill Hare, Director of Climate Analytics.  

“The legislation would have bent the relentless upward trend of its emissions curve downwards, 
moving Australia onto the first step toward a low carbon, climate-safe future, and created the 
governmental machinery needed for upgrading action.” 

“The proposed repeal will instead see a likely re-carbonisation of the power sector, the present 
machinery dismantled - and replaced by a climate policy that goes against the science.” 

 
Contact: 
Cindy Baxter +48 733 928 285 (for interviews with Bill)  
Policy analyst Marion Vieweg: +48 792 325 495 
	  

The Climate Action Tracker is an independent science-based assessment that tracks the emission 
commitments and actions of countries.  It is a joint project of the following organisations:	  

Climate Analytics  

Climate Analytics is a non-profit organization based in Potsdam, Germany. It has been established to 
synthesize climate science and policy research that is relevant for international climate policy 
negotiations. It aims to provide scientific, policy and analytical support for Small Island States (SIDS) 
and the least developed country group (LDCs) negotiators, as well as non-governmental 
organisations and other stakeholders in the ‘post-2012’ negotiations. Furthermore, it assists in 
building in-house capacity within SIDS and LDCs. 

www.climateanalytics.org 

Ecofys – Experts in Energy  

Established in 1984 with the mission of achieving “sustainable energy for everyone”, Ecofys has 
become the leading expert in renewable energy, energy & carbon efficiency, energy systems & 
markets as well as energy & climate policy. The unique synergy between those areas of expertise is 
the key to its success. Ecofys creates smart, effective, practical and sustainable solutions for and 
with public and corporate clients all over the world. With offices in Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, China and the US, Ecofys employs over 250 experts dedicated to 
solving energy and climate challenges. 
www.ecofys.com 	  
	  


