
 

	  

 

In talks for a new climate treaty, a race to the bottom: Climate Action Tracker.  

Warsaw—20 November 2013—Weak government action on climate change will lead to a 
projected 3.7degC of warming by 2100, around 0.6degC higher than the original promises 
they made in Copenhagen, the Climate Action Tracker (CAT) said today.  

The annual assessment by the CAT, a project of research organisations:  Climate Analytics, 
Ecofys and the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research shows that the world has a 
one in three chance of exceeding 4˚C by 2100.   

“We are seeing a major risk of a further downward spiral in ambition, a retreat from action, 
and a re-carbonisation of the energy system led by the use of coal,” said Bill Hare, director 
of Climate Analytics. 

“Governments are taking a ‘bottom up’ approach to climate action, unilaterally degrading 
their pledges without review:  the type of pledge first, review later approach to 
commitments that could lead to a very weak agreement in 2015.”  

Since the Warsaw talks began, the announcement by Japan to downgrade its target 
enlarged the global 2020 emissions gap by 3-4%. Australia's backtracking on 
implementation could widen the gap further, with some positive signals coming from the 
US and China. 

These developments point towards warming of about 5˚C, under the highest of the new 
IPCC scenarios that sees a sixfold increase in coal use.  There is a growing disconnect 
between current policies and 2020 pledges, and the longer-term reductions needed for 
1.5-2°C. 

“This whole situation flies in the face of plentiful opportunities for action and the 
continuing rise of renewable energy,” said Niklas Höhne Director for energy and climate 
policy at Ecofys.  “For the first time, we analysed whether currently implemented 
government policies are sufficient to meet their pledges and find that significant and very 
diverse action is happening, but still not sufficient.” 

“Instead of strong domestic policies to meet ambitious pledges, we’re seeing a weakening 
of action, and a degradation of pledges that sees the highest 2020 emissions levels the 
Climate Action Tracker has ever seen,” said Marion Vieweg, of Climate Analytics.   

The Climate Action Tracker has spent recent months researching the world’s 24 biggest 
emitters, gathering data from a wide range of sources and today released its full 
assessment of their current pledges and policy pathways. These are the numbers that 
have been used to arrive at the 3.7degC policy projection.   

Each has been rated as being one of four categories:  “role model,” sufficient medium or 
insufficient.  The information can be found on www.climateactiontracker.org and the full 
report can be downloaded here.  

Contacts in Warsaw  

Cindy Baxter Warsaw +48 733 928 285 
Marion Vieweg, Project Manager, Climate Analytics Marion.vieweg@climateanalytics.org  

Niklas Höhne, Director Energy and Climate Policy, Ecofys, Associate Professor Wageningen 
University : +49 162 101 3420	  
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Please go to http://www.climateactiontracker.org for the full update released today.  

The Climate Action Tracker is an independent science-based assessment that tracks the emission 
commitments and actions of countries.  It is a joint project of the following organisations:	  

 

Climate Analytics  

Climate Analytics is a non-profit organization based in Potsdam, Germany. It has been established to 
synthesize climate science and policy research that is relevant for international climate policy 
negotiations. It aims to provide scientific, policy and analytical support for Small Island States (SIDS) 
and the least developed country group (LDCs) negotiators, as well as non-governmental 
organisations and other stakeholders in the ‘post-2012’ negotiations. Furthermore, it assists in 
building in-house capacity within SIDS and LDCs. 

www.climateanalytics.org 

  

Ecofys – Experts in Energy  

 
Established in 1984 with the mission of achieving “sustainable energy for everyone”, Ecofys has 
become the leading expert in renewable energy, energy & carbon efficiency, energy systems & 
markets as well as energy & climate policy. The unique synergy between those areas of expertise is 
the key to its success. Ecofys creates smart, effective, practical and sustainable solutions for and 
with public and corporate clients all over the world. With offices in Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, China and the US, Ecofys employs over 250 experts dedicated to 
solving energy and climate challenges. 
	  
www.ecofys.com  

 

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK)  

The PIK conducts research into global climate change and issues of sustainable development. Set 
up in 1992, the Institute is regarded as a pioneer in interdisciplinary research and as one of the 
world's leading establishments in this field. Scientists, economists and social scientists work 
together, investigating how the earth is changing as a system, studying the ecological, economic 
and social consequences of climate change, and assessing which strategies are appropriate for 
sustainable development. 

www.pik-potsdam.de  

	  


